More than Par for the Course…..The West Indian Foundation 10th Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament	
By Angela Simpson		
Under grey skies and the threat of rain, the ray of hope shone brightly as some of the most talented golfers gathered at The Traditions Golf Club in Windsor, CT. on Friday, July 8th, 2011 to participate in the 10th Annual Scholarship Golf Tournament hosted by the West Indian Foundation. 
Close to one hundred golfers brought with them clear skies, passion and commitment to the game of golf, which added fun and excitement to the tournament.  Teams included lawyers, physicians, politicians, business owners, clinicians, members of the religious community, Greater Hartford natives representing Jamaica and other Caribbean island nations.
The day started with registration and lunch and then it was tee-off time on the golf course.  Golfers, some dressed in traditional attire worked diligently to complete the course in a timely manner, competing for the top spot while keeping close watch on the competitors in the distance.  
Mr. Dwight Freeney, outstanding Defensive End for the Indianapolis Colts (National Football League), community supporter, major sponsor of the scholarship golf tournament, role model, humble man and just an all around nice person was present at the event to meet and greet each golfing team and its members.   Mr. Freeney flew in from Indiana to make this special appearance, signed autographs, posed for pictures with fans and engaged in lively conversation with those who were present.  Standing tall and statuesque, he addressed the audience during the dinner reception segment of the tournament telling the crowd he was happy to be at the event, and proud of the work the West Indian Foundation has done to provide scholarships, summer enrichment and other educational programs for the children in the community. 
West Indian Foundation President Joy Chance welcomed everyone to the event, thanking Mr. Freeney for attending and expressed on behalf of the Foundation, great appreciation for his generous donation.  Ms. Chance also acknowledged other sponsors of the tournament and donors including Western Union, Urban Nursing and Community Care, Fuqua Funeral Services, Golden Krust Bakery and Grill, K & M Jewelry, Collins Tax and Accounting Services, Dunn’s River Restaurant, Mike & Tony Auto, Tinker Realty & Insurance, and many others from the business community and private sector. A special thank you was extended to the Scholarship Golf Tournament Committee which included Dr. Marvin Douglas(Chairperson), Mr. Carlos Salmon(Honorary Chairperson), Ms. Joy Chance(Board President), Mr. Juan Rivera, Mr. Desmond Collins, Mr. Raymond Davis, Mr. Errol L. Smith, Mr. Errol A. Smith, Atty. Tanya Dorman, Mr. Hugh Freeney and Ms. Angela Simpson.
The day progressed with a dinner reception featuring island-style cuisine prepared by Anthony’s Catering while the sweet sounds of steel band music by De 4 Ah Wee & Co filled the air.  Trophies and cash prizes were awarded for first, second and third place teams, along with special awards for longest drive and par 3 closest to the pin. Each golfer also received a signature cap adorned with the West Indian Foundation and Dwight Freeney Foundation logos. Raffle tickets were plentiful with the winners taking home prizes such as a complete set of golf clubs, golf bags, BBQ grill set, etc.  
The day ended with a light rainfall to signify the blessings that were poured out on this event and on everyone who participated. Plans are already underway for next year’s tournament scheduled for June 15th, 2012.
Anyone wishing to donate to the West Indian Foundation (WIF), a Connecticut based, non-profit organization may do so by calling (860)243-8812.  All proceeds benefit the Foundation and its efforts in providing various educational programs which include but not limited to scholarships, after school and summer enrichment programs.  The generous support advances the organization’s mission of “Educating Today for A Better Tomorrow”. 
Everyone is invited to attend the 33rd Annual West Indian Foundation Scholarship Gala which will take place on Saturday, October 29th, 2011 at La Renaissance Banquet Facilities, East Windsor, CT. For more information, please contact the West Indian Foundation at (860)243-8812. 
The WIF Board Members wish to thank all the volunteers and supporters who made the scholarship golf tournament possible. An event of this magnitude was successful because of the commitment and support from the community.

